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relief, philanthropy did a great deal to mitigate hardship.
Almshouses and endowed charities existed in nearly every town,
some being survivals from medieval times, some more recent
foundations. Among the latter the most notable was the
Charterhouse, endowed by Thomas Sutton, who left a large
sum of money to establish a hospital for pensioners (not to
exceed 80) and a school to maintain and educate 40 boys.
Sometimes charities took the form of pensions or gifts of small
amounts. Occasionally the overseers of the poor imitated the
charitable and granted what is called to-day outdoor relief,
paying the impotent poor a weekly amount, or billeting
them. These varied methods, whenever local authorities were
energetic, should have sufficed to look after the aged or
maimed.
For pauper children the favourite device seems to have been
to apprentice them to some trade. Sometimes individuals like
Archbishop Laud would provide funds for apprenticing a num-
ber of children; or local authorities would have recourse to
a special tax. This way of providing for children whose parents
could not look after them had an additional merit in the eyes
of the seventeenth-century moralists—that children should be
taught at an early age the virtues of work. For those of more
tender years provision might be made that they be taught
knitting or spinning.
During the civil wars the condition of the poor deteriorated
rapidly. The destruction of trade threw many out of work; the
excise, being levied on many of the necessities of life, was an
added burden; the income of charitable institutions fell off so
greatly that they could maintain feweJr sufferers (although they
were freed from taxes) ;z and there were a marked decrease in
charity and a slackness of local agencies, now that they were
no longer spurred on by the privy council. In addition, the
advent to power of the middle class unduly aggravated the
sufferings of the poor, inasmuch as the former were inclined
to regard material success as the reward of righteousness, and
poverty of sinfulness, particularly laziness. To work hard and to
get rich were thought worthy ambitions, but to be poor and
out of work appeared disgraceful rather than unfortunate.
From the time of Hugh Latimer onwards, preachers were fond
of quoting St. Paul's remark that cif any would not work,
1 By a series of ordinances beginning 16 Nov. 1644.

